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November 1st was a day to remember. Together, 
we read the names and remembered the Saints who 
returned home during this last year. We lit candles 
and remembered those special people who welcomed 
us and invited us to belong to something completely 
life changing, a relationship with God. We gathered 
together around one table, set by Jesus Christ. We 
shared the cup of a new covenant and the bread of 
life and remembered Jesus. Not only remembering 
his presence in the world, but re-membering Jesus in 
our lives. Because of Jesus Christ, we will never be 
the same again. 

November 1st was a day to remember! 

In our moments of remembering, let us be 
encouraged to continue to lean forward towards 
mission and service. I am reminded of our District 
Superintendent’s statements during our last Charge 
Conference. She spoke about identifying our mission 
and beginning to take steps towards making words 
on paper become a recipe for a life well lived. 

We have shared a lot together over the past 3 
months. We have focused on spiritual healing, 
forgiveness, and letting go of the rocks of our past 
struggles freeing our hands to reach out to those in 
need. We have journeyed through theologies and 
ideas about God’s love and God’s kingdom in order 
to strengthen the roots of our faith, establishing a 
firm foundation and re-aligning our lives with God’s 

call. We are beginning to see more opportunities for 
our members to connect with each other as well as 
new entry points for people to become familiar with 
our church, our congregation, and our mission in the 
community. There is a lot going on and there are 
many opportunities to become involved in more than 
just Sunday worship. 

I look at all of the things that are happening in 
and around our church and I wonder if I will be able 
to keep up. Thankfully, I am not alone on this 
journey. Together, we are doing amazing things. 
Together, we are becoming disciples for Jesus 
Christ. Together, our lives will make a difference in 
the world. Together, we will bring God’s light into 
the dark places. Together, we will be God’s good 
news. Together, we will run and not grow weary. 
Together, we are “On Pace For God’s Race!” 

Isn’t this our mission? Isn’t this our call as 
Christians? Isn’t this what we have seen in and 
learned from those Saints who have gone before us? 
“On Pace For God’s Race!” 

I ran a Marathon a few years ago. I did it because 
my brother made me feel guilty, and my pride did 
not allow me to say no. Thinking about running 26.2 
miles seemed overwhelming at the time. Even 
breaking it down made it seem impossible. 1 mile at 
a mild pace takes 10 minutes. If there are 60 minutes 
in an hour and you can run 6 miles in that 1 
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hour…….there is still a lot of running ahead of you. 
At this pace, it will take 4 ½ hours to complete the 
marathon. I never liked math. 

The encouraging thing is that I did not wake up 
one morning and say, “Today is the day that I run the 
Portland Marathon.” Deciding in one day to attempt 
to run a marathon is like jumping out of a plane 
expecting to fly. It takes steps. Well, it takes a lot of 
steps to complete a marathon but that is not what I 
am referring to. I am talking about steps toward the 
goal. Without breaking the process up into 
manageable steps, the goal seems too big to 
complete. Like eating an elephant with a spork. 

I talked with my brother and others I knew who 
had completed a marathon before. I looked online for 
training methods and programs, so I would have the 
experience of hundreds of other successful 
marathoners in my back pocket. I did my research 
and then I decided to do it my way. I made a program 
and started by taking the first step. I admit, I started 
the process with a specific goal in mind, but looking 
back, the end result was more than I could have ever 
imagined or ever planned for. 

This is our Spiritual Journey. It is a process. It is 
overwhelming to think of John Wesley’s “Spiritual 
Perfection” as our finish line and so we begin with 
the first step. We can look at the footsteps of those 
who have gone before us. We can begin where their 
journeys left off or we can take what we have learned 
from them and begin a new chapter along the way. 
Lets be honest, we will not finish this overnight. We 
walk this journey one step at a time. We make 

changes in our lives, one step at a time. We begin 
new programs and ministry opportunities, one step at 
a time. Some things might go well, while other things 
will feel like small disasters. It is part of the process. 
It is how we pace ourselves. 

We have a mission at the North Mason United 
Methodist Church. “Loving and Serving Our God, By 
Loving and Serving All People. We are On Pace For 
God’s RACE!” 

RACE: 

Reach: One hand up towards a 
mentor, one hand down to mentor. 

Align: Getting our  relationship r ight 
with God, self, neighbor, and creation. 

Connect: Interaction and dialogue 
with community, interaction and 
participation with Church programming. 

Engage: Engaging in the journey 
towards spiritual righteousness, engaging 
in congregation and programming, 
engaging in the mission field. 

Are you Ready? I know it feels like we are doing 
a lot of things. We Are! We are doing them together. 
We are growing together. We are daring together. We 
are becoming together. We are following behind 
some amazing Saints and we are following alongside 
an amazing Christ. We are “On Pace for God’s 
Race!” 

Many blessings along the way! 

~ Pastor Rob 

“The Word” 

Do you have a different version of the bible than I do? Do you want to 

study and explore the upcoming scripture being read on Sunday? Do 

you like to be in friendly discussions as to the possible meaning of the 

scripture? Come join us! We are “The Word” discipleship group. We meet on Wednesdays at 6pm 

until around 7 to 7:30pm in the church library. We are having lots of fun and discussion on what the 

pastor wants us to read! Yes, we try to stay ahead of him! Come join us! All are welcome! 

SIGN UP SOON! 
A 2nd Knit & Crochet Social will be held at NMUMC 

on Saturday, November 21st - 9:30am-3:30pm 

to raise funds for North Mason Resource Center and 

Faith In Action’s HUB - Center for Seniors. 

Details and registration are available on our website at www.northmasonumc.org 



From the cluttered desk 
of  your Lay Leader, 

Joyce Stratton… 
 

As Pastor Rob says, 
“There’s a lot going on in this church!” 

 

Have you heard?  A women’s group is in the offing and you are invited! 

What?  Salad luncheon. 

Where?  NMUMC downstairs fellowship hall. 

When?  Saturday, December 5, 11:00am 

Why?  To meet and make new friends; to get better acquainted; to share good food and good 
conversation with others seeking to grow closer to Christ. 

How?  Bring a salad (and a friend if  you like) and a dozen of  your favorite cookies, store 
bought or otherwise. Childcare, beverage, and bread will be provided. 

As Christ shared his final meal with his disciples before sending them out, 
come and let us share a communal meal as we look forward to new beginnings. 

Around The Grounds 

How do you get into the church parking lot? How do you get into the church? I realize these may be the 
silliest sounding two questions you will read in the newsletter, but please allow me to explain. Highway 3 is 
a main roadway. To get to the church from Highway 3, you need an entry point. Once you enter the parking 
lot we are blessed with the appearance of a beautiful building. Again, the only way to get from the outside 
to the inside is through an entry point. The opportunity for our lives to be transformed would never exist 
without entry points. 

Together, the Trustees have been blessed with many new faces. New opportunities for us to learn and 
grow, as well as new opportunities for the church to grow and reach new people through new entry points. 
We are excited to begin two new opportunities for congregational involvement or two new “Entry Points.” 
We have created a group designed to help support the ongoing needs of the church as directed by you 
through the trustees. The “Friends of The Trustees” is an entry point for people with specific skill sets or 
interests to become involved in short term projects to help with the upkeep and visioning of the church. 

“Helping Hands” is a new concept for an entry point. The design and purpose of the Helping Hands 
group is active service for special events and needs. If this is your Entry Point, you will have the 
opportunity to help facilitate the needs of families and friends as they use our facility for weddings, 
memorial services, or special events. There are no words to describe the feeling a person will get after they 
have served on either of these two service groups.  

Entry points will change lives. We are excited to have these new entry points for our church members. 
Together we will explore our calling, deepen our spiritual walk, and take new steps in transforming our 
lives. 

I think that is a pretty good pace for starters! 
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Box Tops for Education! 
 

Barb Goodell’s school (Grapeview Elementary) has a friendly competition 
every year to see which class can collect the most “Box Tops.”  If anyone 
would like to save these for Barb, she would love to have them! 
 

Please see Barb for more details. 

NMUMC is sponsoring a collection of cell phones to 

provide deployed and returning troops cost-free methods 

to communicate with  families while serving in the United 

States military. Donate cell phones (with their chargers) 

and place in the  designated box. 

Education Hour for Adults 
 

Each Sunday at 9 AM is Faithlink, a discussion on the intersections of faith and current 
events.  

Emergency Food Collection 
 

NMUMC donates to three groups in our area. The North Mason Food Bank, 
Community Food Pantry and the Coalition of Churches & Community. 
 

Thank you for helping those in need in our community! 

Free Community Lunch 
 

The next Wednesday Free Community Lunch that will be hosted by NMUMC is on 
November 18th, from noon-1pm at the Belfair Community Baptist Church. If you 
would like to help in this community outreach program, call or talk to Judy Honsowetz or 
Lynn Coffman. 

Children’s Time 
 

Children’s Time is provided during worship for elementary school age children, after 
which childcare is available for all ages. 

Food Donation Information 
Hunger, something many of us have never truly experienced, but 
many in our community and even our congregation are well aware 
of.  

During the upcoming holiday season, please add a few "extra" 
items in your shopping cart and bring them in to the church to help 
feed those who are in need. We will be having the holiday giving 
turkey out. Please take a feather or two or three and lets make a 
few Thanksgiving baskets for our friends and neighbors this month. 

Thank you for all your generosity, everything helps. 

~ Denise Snow, Food Donation Distributor 



Our Presence 

October 4 - 75 

October 11 - 50 

October 18 - 72 

October 25 - 72 
 

Thank you for your presence 

Our Prayers 
 
Gary Carter, Barbara and Sandy (friends of 
Rachel Bearce), Michael Kann (Bobby Stratton’s 
brother-in-law), Susan Bonnel (friend of Jan 
Olmsted), Jim Thomas (friend of Bob & Betty 
Helm), Mary Wingren, Jennifer O’Keefe, Mike 
Williams (Gene & Linda Williams son), Juanita 
High, Laura Lee (Gerry Wasner’s youngest 
daughter), Josie Helene (Mike & Mary 
Wingren’s granddaughter), Dan Bearce, Al 
Aosved, Miguel (Barb & Ben Boad’s son-in-law), 
Bob Boad (Ben Boad’s son), Peggy Hager, 
Rebecca Merhaut (Phyllis Merhaut ’s daughter-in
-law), and Leon Hart for healing and medical 
concerns 
  

Teresa Fleener’s son, Gaven Eier, severely 
wounded in the line of duty in Afghanistan, for 
emotional as well as physical recovery 
  

Friends and family of Ben Boad as they mourn 
his passing 
  

Our brothers and sisters around the globe mired in 
war and political violence 

Our Service 
Have you ever noticed what a loving and gracious 
family we have here at NMUMC? Thanks a-plenty to 
the many volunteers who helped ease a time of grief 
for many as we celebrated the lives of Mary Beth 
Morris and Benny Boad. The names are too many to 
list here, so I hope you all will accept our heartfelt 
thanks! Thank you!. 

In our membership vows we commit to faithfully participate in the congregation’s ministries 

through our prayers, our presence, our gifts, our service, & our witness. 

Our Gifts 
 

~ See page 6 ~ 
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November Birthdays 
 1 Gary Walter 

 10 Larry Bonzer 

 16 Renee Harris 

 21 Judy Forney 

 23 Judy Honsowetz 

 25 Teresa Fleener 

November 
Anniversaries 
 25 John & Ruth Wiechert 



Our Gifts 
 

Our Finance Committee has had a busy few months reviewing our financial activity, 
preparing our 2016 budget and working with Pastor Rob on our Stewardship 
Campaign. 

We are pleased to report that during the nine month period January 1st – 
September 30, 2015 our income exceeded our expenses by $16,960.  We also 
earned $856 at our Oktoberfest Dinner & Raffle that was held on Friday October 
2nd.  Thanks to everyone who participated in Oktoberfest – a great time was had by 
all, and the food, as always, was fabulous! 

2015 Budget Expenditures – Our projected 2015 spending is mostly on target.  The 
only two unanticipated spending amounts are for propane and our reception 
fund.  We have benefited this year from a change in our propane service provider, 
and our propane bills are much smaller than they were in 2014.  However, we still 
have our coldest winter months coming up – so we’ll see how the budget holds out! 
Also, we have had some recent unexpected expenses that affect our reception 
fund.  We started the year with a $250 budget, have added $450 in special 
donations from our congregation and have spent $668 through October.  That 
leaves us a balance of $32 in the reception fund. However, please remember that 
budgets are only our best guess, and adjustments are common.  If we need more 
funds for our reception activities or propane expenses during the rest of this year, 
we will do a budget shuffle.   Thanks to your financial gifts in the regular pledging 
that you do, we have some “wiggle room” in our 2015 budget which is a wonderful 
blessing! 

2016 Stewardship Campaign - As we go to press, we have completed three of the 
four weeks in our 2016 Stewardship Campaign.  We are extremely pleased to 
report that as of October 25th, our congregation has pledged $87,380 towards our 
2016 budget.  We are hopeful that in this last week of pledging we will meet our 
$100,000 goal.   If you would like to still make a pledge, please drop your pledge 
card in the mail, or give Sandy Shoemaker a phone call at 360-275-9562and she 
can fill out a card for you.  Let’s make 2016 a year to remember!! 

Additional Note – Our Finance Secretary, Denise Snow, has asked that if you would 
like to have a summary statement for the pledge amounts you have made during 
the third quarter (July – Sept), please contact her by email at 
mandsnow@msn.com and she will be happy to print a statement for 
you.  Otherwise, Denise plans to issue year end summary statements to everyone 
in early January, 2016. 

And, as always, if you have any questions at all about our budgets, spending or 
stewardship campaigns, please feel free to contact Sandy Shoemaker, Finance 
Chair at 360-275-9562 or sshoemaker@wavecable.com. 

~ Blessings from your Finance Committee 

tel:360-275-9562
mailto:mandsnow@msn.com
tel:360-275-9562
mailto:sshoemaker@wavecable.com


Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 
8:30am Community 
Breakfast 
 

9am Faithlink Class 
 

10:15am Worship 
with Communion 
 

 

2 
12pm 
“Caregivers” 
D-Group 
 

7pm 
“News & Views” 
D-Group 
 

3 
7pm NA 

4 
6pm 
“The Word” 
D-Group 

5 
6pm ACA 

6 
7pm NA 

7 

8 
9am Faithlink Class 
 

10:15am Worship 
 
 
 
 

 

9 
12pm 
“Caregivers” 
D-Group 
 

7pm 
“News & Views” 
D-Group 

10 
7pm NA 

11 
6pm 
“The Word” 
D-Group 

12 
 

6pm ACA 

13 
7pm NA 

14 
 

15 
9am Faithlink Class 
 

10:15am Worship 
 

 
 
 

 

16 
12pm 
“Caregivers” 
D-Group 
 

7pm 
“News & Views” 
D-Group 
 

 

17 
5:30pm 
NMR BOD 
 

7pm NA 

18 
12pm Free 
Lunch @ BCBC  
 

6pm 
“The Word” 
D-Group 

19 
2pm FIA BOD 
 

5pm 
Committee 
Meetings 
 

6:30pm Church 
Council 
 

6pm ACA 

20 
7pm NA 

21 

 
 

22 

9am Faithlink Class 
 

10:15am Worship 
 
 
 

 

23 
12pm 
“Caregivers” 
D-Group 
 

7pm 
“News & Views” 
D-Group 

24 
7pm NA 

25 

 

26 
Happy 

Thanksgiving 
 
 
 
 
 
 

27 
7pm NA 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

28 

29 
9am Faithlink Class 
 

10:15am Worship 

30 
12pm 
“Caregivers” 
D-Group 
 

7pm 
“News & Views” 
D-Group 

     

Committee Meetings 

Finance Committee, Trustees, and SPR 

Meetings - November 19th at 5pm 
 

Church Council - November 19th at 6:30pm 



'Lord, hold our troops in your loving hands. Protect them as they 

protect us. Bless them and their families for the selfless acts they 

perform for us  in our time of need.  Amen.' 

 

 

Jason Barth - Larry & Jean Bonzer’s grandson serving in Pensacola, FL 

Gaven Eier - Wendell & Phyllis Fleener’s grandson is out of the Marine and currently in DC working for the 

government. He has been admitted to Vasser and will be attending soon. 

Rob Eier - Wendell & Phyllis Fleener’s grandson in the reserves and back home struggling to find a career. 

Houston Hamilton - Tom & Lynn Hamilton ’s son in Field Artillery with the WA National Guard  

Hunter Hamilton - Tom & Lynn Hamilton’s son stationed at JBLM  

James Meacham - Steve & DeeAnn Meacham ’s son in the Air Force stationed at Ft. Walton, FL. 

Aislinn Miner - Judy Mastick’s granddaughter in the Army returned from her 3rd deployment to Iraq/

Afganistan and is now stationed at Fort Irwin, CA 

 

 

We are located 1½ miles north of Belfair on Route 3                                                    

Office: 360-275-3714         Mon-Fri 9-3:30 PM                             

Mailing Address: PO Box 1197, Belfair WA 98528-1197                                

www.northmasonumc.org    office@northmasonumc.org                                        

Pastor: Rob McCoy  
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